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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To diminish the size of a spot and to enable ultra- 
resolution reproduction by providing the disk with a switch layer 
having small perpendicular magnetic anisotropy at ordinary temp, 
and large perpendicular magnetic anisotropy near a prescribed 
reproducing temp. 

CONSTITUTION: The magnetization direction of a reproducing layer 
P is unified to a specified direction by an initializing magnet 1 2 prior 
to reproducing. A prescribed region BP including the reproducing 
position PP is then irradiated with a laser beam of linearly polarized 
light which is reproducing light by a pickup 3. The temp, of the 
reproducing position PP is set at the reproducing temp, at which the 
switch layer S attains a perpendicularly magnetized state. As a 
result, the plane of polarization of the laser beam cast to the 
reproducing layer P of the reproducing position PP is rotated in a 
direction meeting this perpendicular magnetization direction. The 
magnetic Kerr rotating angle which is the rotating angle of the plane 
of polarization is detected by a pickup 3 and information is 
reproduced. The information in the region R1 of the recording layer 
R corresponding to the reproducing position PP where the 
reproducing layer P attains the perpendicularly magnetized state is 
reproduced in such a case. The ultra-resolution reproducing is thus 
possible. 
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